WORLD EVENTS
“Burma’s Saffron Revolution”

DIRECTIONS: 

1. Read the article below (be sure to read all inserts and maps) that can be found via the hyperlink to the network or my website.  

2. Record notes on the graphic organizer and use a word processor to type a summary of the article (9-10 sentences). In your summary be sure to include the following vocabulary.

a. Buddhist Monks

b. Reasons for protest

c. House arrest

d.  
3. Shade in the region(s) where the event(s) occurred as you read the article.  This should include any maps depicting journeys or migration routes.   

4. Relate 2 Global History Concepts using specific details from the article.

GLOBAL HISTORY CONCEPTS CHECKLIST

____Economic Systems

___BELIEF SYSTEMS 
____  Social Systems

___CHANGE 
____ Political Systems

___CONFLICT 

____ Scarcity


___CULTURE AND INTELLECTUAL LIFE 

____MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE 
___DIVERSITY 

         AND GOODS


___HUMAN RIGHTS 

___ INTERDEPENDENCE                         ___URBANIZATION 

___IMPERIALISM                                   ___NATIONALISM 

[image: image1.png]The World

C T SV

N LA A i o






“Burma’s Saffron Revolution”
[All of the following exerts are from the BBC website.  To read all the articles follow the following link: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/asia-pacific/7013638.stm]

Burmese riot police attack monks 

Thousands of Burmese Buddhist monks and other protesters have been marching in Rangoon despite a crackdown that has reportedly killed at least one monk. 
Monks' shaved heads stained with blood could be seen at the Shwedagon Pagoda where police charged against protesters demanding the end of military rule. 
Some marchers started for the city centre while others headed for the home of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 
Security forces reportedly ringed six monasteries on the ninth day of unrest. 
This is a battle of wills between Burma's two most powerful institutions, the military and the monk-hood, and the outcome is still unclear, the BBC's South East Asia correspondent, Jonathan Head, reports. 
Hospital sources in Rangoon told the BBC that at least one monk had been killed and that two others were in intensive care. 
The monks were beaten with the back of rifles. Taxi drivers are transporting the injured to nearby medical facilities, said the source, speaking on condition of anonymity. 
Other reports differ on the number killed with a monastery official telling Reuters news agency two monks had died while Burmese officials told AFP three monks had been killed. 
Analysts fear a repeat of the violence in 1988, when troops opened fire on unarmed protesters, killing thousands. 
The UN Security Council has called a meeting for 1900 GMT on Wednesday to discuss the clashes, French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner said. 
Earlier, UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown called for talks with a view to sending an envoy to the country. He vowed there would be "no impunity" for human rights violators. 

'Human shield' 
A clampdown on the media by Burma's military government, which has banned gatherings of five people or more and imposed a night-time curfew, makes following the exact course of the protests difficult. 

It is known that several thousand monks and opposition activists moved away from Shwedagon Pagoda, heading for Sule Pagoda in the city centre. 
Reports suggest they were prevented from reaching it but other demonstrators did gather at Sule to jeer soldiers. 
Troops responded by firing tear gas and live rounds over the protesters' heads, sending people running for cover. 

Monks marching to the home of Aung San Suu Kyi reportedly urged civilians not to join them. 

"We monks will do this, please don't join us, don't do anything violent," they were quoted by AFP as saying. 

One witness quoted by Reuters said civilians were shielding the marching monks. 

Who are Burma's monks? 

By Sarah Buckley 
BBC News
Monks command such respect in Burma because some 80-90% of the country's population is Buddhist, and even those who do not choose to become a "career monk" usually enter the orders for short periods of their lives, giving the monasteries a prominent role in society. 
There is a monastery in every village, according to Myint Swe of the BBC Burmese service, and monks act as the spiritual leaders of that community. 
They give religious guidance and perform important duties at weddings and funerals. 
In return for these duties, they are given donations by laymen. As they are forbidden from handling cash, they are completely reliant on these handouts. Each full moon day, they are also given donations such as robes. 
If they refuse these handouts, they are denying the donor the potential to earn spiritual "credit" - "the strongest possible penalty that can be expected from a Buddhist", said Myint Swe. 
That is why the announcement by the monks currently protesting in Burma that they would refuse all donations from the ruling military - most of whom would be Buddhist themselves - was so powerful, he said. 

"The government wants the image that they are pious and helping the monks," he said. 

Profile: Aung San Suu Kyi 

Like the South African leader Nelson Mandela, Aung San Suu Kyi has become an international symbol of heroic and peaceful resistance in the face of oppression. 
For the Burmese people, Aung San Suu Kyi, 62, represents their best and perhaps sole hope that one day there will be an end to the country's military repression. 
As a pro-democracy campaigner and leader of the opposition National League for Democracy party ( NLD), she has spent more than 11 of the past 18 years in some form of detention under Burma's military regime. 
In 1991 she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her efforts to bring democracy to Burma. 
At the presentation, the Chairman of the Nobel Peace Prize Committee, Francis Sejested, called her "an outstanding example of the power of the powerless". 
After a period of time overseas, Aung San Suu Kyi went back to Burma in 1988. 

House arrest 
Soon after she returned, she was put under house arrest in Rangoon for six years, until she was released in July 1995. 
She was again put under house arrest in September 2000, when she tried to travel to the city of Mandalay in defiance of travel restrictions. 

She was released unconditionally in May 2002, but just over a year later she was put in prison following a clash between her supporters and a government-backed mob. 

In more recent years, she has also been able to meet other NLD officials, and selected visiting diplomats like the United Nations special envoy Razali Ismail. 

But during her early years of detention, Aung San Suu Kyi was often in solitary confinement - and was not even allowed to see her two sons or her husband, the British academic Michael Aris. 

In March 1999 she suffered a major personal tragedy when her husband died of cancer. 

The military authorities offered to allow her to travel to the UK to see him on his deathbed, but she felt compelled to refuse for fear she would not be allowed back into the country. 

Aung San Suu Kyi has often said that detention has made her even more resolute to dedicate the rest of her life to represent the average Burmese citizen. 

The UN envoy Razali Ismail has said privately that she is one of the most impressive people he has ever met. 

Overseas life 
Much of Aung San Suu Kyi's appeal within Burma lies in the fact she is the daughter of the country's independence hero General Aung San. 

He was assassinated during the transition period in July 1947, just six months before independence. 

Aung San Suu Kyi was only two years old at the time. 

In 1960 she went to India with her mother Daw Khin Kyi, who had been appointed Burma's ambassador to Delhi. 

Four years later she went to Oxford University in the UK, where she studied philosophy, politics and economics. There she met her future husband. 

After stints of living and working in Japan and Bhutan, she settled down to be an English don's housewife and raise their two children, Alexander and Kim. 

But Burma was never far away from her thoughts. 

When she arrived back in Rangoon in 1988 - initially to look after her critically ill mother - Burma was in the midst of major political upheaval. 

Thousands of students, office workers and monks took to the streets demanding democratic reform. 

"I could not, as my father's daughter remain indifferent to all that was going on," she said in a speech in Rangoon on 26 August 1988. 

Aung San Suu Kyi was soon propelled into leading the revolt against then-dictator General Ne Win. 
Inspired by the non-violent campaigns of US civil rights leader Martin Luther King and India's Mahatma Gandhi, she organised rallies and travelled around the country, calling for peaceful democratic reform and free elections. 

But the demonstrations were brutally suppressed by the army, who seized power in a coup on 18 September 1988. 

The military government called national elections in May 1990. 

Aung San Suu Kyi's NLD convincingly won the polls, despite the fact that she herself was under house arrest and disqualified from standing. 

But the junta refused to hand over control, and has remained in power ever since. 
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NAME:








REGION/COUNTRY


(SHADE IN ON THE MAP)





CONCEPTS:


1.





2.


_INTERDEPENDENCE 


___IMPERIALISM 


___NATIONALISM 


___URBANIZATION 











